
 

 

 

OUR MISSION: To provide our customers with high-quality, efficient, and reliable water, power and sewer 
services in a manner that values environmental and community interests and sustains the resources entrusted 
to our care. 
 

525 Golden Gate Avenue, 13th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94102  

T 415.554.3155 
F 415.554.3161 

TTY 415.554.3488 
 

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission  
Citizens’ Advisory Committee  

Power Subcommittee 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Tuesday August 13, 2024 
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

525 Golden Gate Ave., 3rd Floor Tuolumne Conference Room 
 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY OBSERVE AND PARTICIPATE VIA ZOOM 
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE SOFTWARE 

 
Meeting URL 

https://sfwater.zoom.us/j/83922527739?pwd=LvsxciBEbhd7uY3AvLSQiAsyMKyxOj.1  
 

Phone Dial-in 
669.219.2599 

Find your local number: https://sfwater.zoom.us/u/kWXply9U  
  

Meeting ID / Passcode 
          839 2252 7739 / 629942 
 
 

Mission: The Power Subcommittee shall review power generation and transmission 
system reliability and improvement programs, including but not limited to facilities siting 

and alternatives energy programs, as well as other relevant plans, programs, and 
policies (Admin. Code Article XV, Sections 5.140 - 5.142). 

Members 
Chair Emily Algire (D5)  
Jodi Soboll (M- Eng./Fin.) 

Barklee Sanders (D6) 
Sally Chen (D3) 

Moisés García (D9) 
Caroline Law (D1) 

 
 D = District Supervisor appointed, M = Mayor appointed, B = Board President appointed   
 
Staff Liaisons:  Lexus Moncrease and Desiree Almendral 
Staff Email for Public Comment: cac@sfwater.org  

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

1. Call to order and roll call: 
 

Members present at roll call: Sanders*, Algire, Soboll, and Chen 
 
Members absent: Garcia, Law**   
 
*Approved accommodation to attend remotely 
** Member Law joined the meeting at 5:36pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sfwater.zoom.us/j/83922527739?pwd=LvsxciBEbhd7uY3AvLSQiAsyMKyxOj.1
https://sfwater.zoom.us/u/kWXply9U
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_admin/0-0-0-2176#JD_Ch.5Art.XV
mailto:cac@sfwater.org


  

 

2. Approve – June 11, 2024, Minutes 
 

Motion was made (Soboll) and seconded (Chen) to approve the June 11,  
2024 minutes. Approved without objection.  
 
Public Comment: None 

 
3. Report from the Chair 

• Welcome members, staff, and the public 
• Ohlone Tribal Land Acknowledgement 

 
Public Comment: None 

 
4. Public Comment: Members of the public may address the Committee on 

matters that are within the Committee’s jurisdiction and are not on today’s 
agenda (2 minutes per speaker) 
 

Public Comment: None 
 

5. Presentation and Discussion: SFPUC Emergency Planning & Security 
Overview, Amanda Higgins, Principal Administrative Analyst, SFPUC  

 
Presentation 
• Emergency Planning & Security 
• Emergency Planning and Security Team 
• Emergency Planning & Security  
• Emergency Planning Responsibilities  
• ICS and Response Framework  
• 2023 Winter Storm Damages  
• Power Enterprise 2023 Winter Storm Damages 
• 2023 Winter Storm Cost Recovery Efforts 
• External Support and Coordination  
• Power Enterprise Activities 
• Security Responsibilities 

 
Discussion 
 
• Member Soboll asked for clarification on whether Staff Higgins was describing 

an emergency plan for keeping power on in San Francisco or if this was more 
for the employees and situational emergencies. She asked Staff Higgins to 
clarify what the goal of this plan is so that she could understand which areas 
Staff Higgins is discussing.  

 
Staff Higgins responded that Emergency Planning and Security (EPS) works 
with all the SFPUC enterprises: Water, Power, Sewer (Wastewater) and the 
divisions within each. She explained that there are over 20 emergency plans 
but that she was giving an overall view of what EPS does.  

 
• Member Soboll asked whether this group worked with hacking (into the 

system) and other internet related stuff. 
 

https://sfpuc.sharefile.com/public/share/web-s40a1b67076a444d4b1fe09f55699acba
https://sfpuc.sharefile.com/public/share/web-s40a1b67076a444d4b1fe09f55699acba


  

 

Staff Higgins explained that SFPUC does have an Information Technology 
Service (ITS) team which is robust and that the team has a cyber security 
program. She further noted that all SFPUC employees are required to take an 
annual cybersecurity training, and that if there was a citywide or department 
wide cyber threat EPS would work with ITS to respond. 

 
• Member Sanders asked in connection with the federal government or FEMA 

funds that SFPUC requested related to the winter storms, whether the 
Treasure Island Development Agency (TIDA) or any other bodies asked for 
reimbursement from FEMA or San Francisco because Treasure Island also 
experienced outages due to the winter storms. 

 
Staff Higgins explained that she did not know the answer to Member Sander’s 
specific question. She explained that the slide was about SFPUC recovering 
costs it spent, for example labor costs and repairs, and the FEMA 
reimbursement. 

 
Member Sanders thanked Staff Higgins for her response and noted that he 
would file a public records request. 

 
• Member Chen asked Staff Higgins to share what about her work is important 

for the public to know. 
 

Staff Higgins responded that her work is internal to the SFPUC and that it 
makes sure employees are prepared and keeps facilities secure. She added 
that it is also important to note that the SFPUC tracks costs appropriately, 
because they do not want to pass on costs to ratepayers, power customers.  

 
Member Chen asked Staff Higgins what were some of the challenges 
associated with the work her team does? 

 
Staff Higgins responded that the SFPUC is so big, for example she explained 
she speaks with people in Hetch Hetchy, Moccasin, Sunol and down the 
Peninsula to make sure that they are aware of the SFPUC’s policies. She then 
provided an example of an employee starting employment in Hetch Hetchy and 
that she needed to get an ID badge to that person. She summarized that 
because SFPUC is so large managing consistency across the different SFPUC 
facilities can be a challenge due to the size of the SFPUC. 

 
• Member Law referred to the part of the discussion about reimbursements from 

FEMA and asked whether that was the only source from which the SFPUC 
was seeking such reimbursements. 

 
Staff Higgins explained that while she is not personally involved with cost 
recovery, her understanding regarding cost recovery is that it is coordinated at 
a citywide level. She noted that she believed that the funding would likely go 
from FEMA to the state and then the state will disperse it to the city and then 
the city to the SFPUC. 

 
Member Algire explained that the reason the subcommittee asked to have the 
presentation was because the group was pretty interested in emergency 
response. She noted that as the CAC Power subcommittee they were 
interested in power emergency response, for example due to the increasing 
fires in the Sierras, specifically regarding fires and outages with a focus on 



  

 

transmission wire vulnerabilities. She then asked Staff Higgins to provide a 
deeper explanation on power related examples regarding what has happened 
or is anticipated. 

 
Staff Higgins explained that she did not have an answer to Member Algire’s 
question, but that she could do some research and communicate a response to 
the Power Enterprise. 

 
Public Comment: None 

 
 

6. Staff report 
 

• Full CAC meeting next week (8/20/2024) 
• Water subcommittee meeting the following week (8/27/2024) 

 
Public Comment: None 

 
7. Future Agenda Items and Resolutions 

• IEPR from the CEC 
• TI Resolution Report back 
• Bayview Power 
• Emergency Preparedness 
• Power Enterprise Training 
• Legislative Update – Federal and State 
• Electrification: San Francisco Climate Action Plan 
• Municipalization: Interconnection, FERC Order 568, CCSF Purchase 

Offer 
• Electric Rates & Equity 
• Power Enterprise Residential & Commercial Power Programs: Heat 

Pumps, CAP 
• California Community Choice Aggregation Residential & Commercial 

Power Programs 
• Redevelopment Projects: Hunter’s Point Shipyard & Treasure Island 
• Time-of-Use Rates Update  
• Reliability: Wildfires and Public Safety Power Shutoffs 

 
Adopted Resolutions for Follow Up 

• Resolution Recommending that the SFPUC Commission Reverses its 
Position on the "Not to Exceed Rates" for CleanPowerSF, Move 
Forward with this Important Program, and Allow Staff to Move Forward 
with its Launch adopted September 16, 2014 

• Resolution in Support of SB 612 Electrical Corporations and other 
Load-Serving Entities adopted on July 20, 2021 

• Resolution in Supporting of the Transition of CleanPowerSF 
Residential Customers to Time-of-Use Rates adopted on July 20, 
2021 

 
8. Announcements/Comments Visit www.sfpuc.org/cac for confirmation of the 

next scheduled meeting, agenda, and materials.  
 

Public Comment: None 
 

 
9. Adjournment at 6:18pm 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19PGuaaI3Im2JYBB1ywJjMkVpNWkp8QqnVCXUxqkaKtE/edit#gid=0
https://www.sfwater.org/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=6421
https://sfpuc.sharefile.com/d-sebf99a2d7ba540a7b918ffbc1118a645
https://sfpuc.sharefile.com/d-sbf6a713cb75b40289969a71d0b9cda68
https://sfpuc.sharefile.com/d-sbf6a713cb75b40289969a71d0b9cda68
http://www.sfpuc.org/cac


  

 

 
For more information concerning the agendas, minutes, and meeting information, 
please visit www.sfwater.org/cac. For more information concerning the CAC, please 
contact by email at cac@sfwater.org or by calling (415) 517-8465. 
 
Disability Access  
  

The following services are available on request 48 hours prior to the meeting; except 
for Monday meetings, for which the deadline shall be 4:00 p.m. of the last business day 
of the preceding week: For American sign language interpreters or the use of a reader 
during a meeting, a sound enhancement system, and/or alternative formats of the 
agenda and minutes, please contact Lexus Moncrease at (415) 517-8465 or our TTY at 
(415) 554-3488 to make arrangements for the accommodation. Late requests will be 
honored, if possible.  
 
In order to assist the City's efforts to accommodate persons with severe allergies, 
environmental illnesses, multiple chemical sensitivity or related disabilities, attendees 
at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to various 
chemical-based products. Please help the City accommodate these individuals. 
Individuals with chemical sensitivity or related disabilities should call our accessibility 
hotline at (415) 554-6789.  

 

LANGUAGE ACCESS  
Per the Language Access Ordinance (Chapter 91 of the San Francisco Administrative 
Code), Chinese, Spanish and or Filipino (Tagalog) interpreters will be available upon 
requests. Meeting Minutes may be translated, if requested, after they have been 
adopted by the Committee. Assistance in additional languages may be honored 
whenever possible. To request assistance with these services please contact Lexus 
Moncrease at (415) 517-8465, or cac@sfwater.org at least 48 hours in advance of the 
hearing. Late requests will be honored if possible.  

 

語言服務  

根據三藩市行政法第91章"語言服務條例"，中文、西班牙語和/或菲律賓語口譯服務在有

人提出要求後會提供。翻譯版本的會議記錄可在委員會後要求提供。其他語言協助在可

能的情況下也可提供。請於會議前至少48小時致電 (415) 517-8465 或電郵至

[cac@sfwater.org] Lexus Moncrease 提出口譯要求。逾期要求， 在可能狀況下會被考

慮。 

 

ACCESO A IDIOMAS  
De acuerdo con la Ordenanza de Acceso a Idiomas “Language Access Ordinance” 
(Capítulo 91 del Código Administrativo de San Francisco “Chapter 91 of the San 
Francisco Administrative Code”) intérpretes de chino, español y/o filipino (tagalo) 
estarán disponibles de ser requeridos. Los minutos podrán ser traducidos, de ser 
requeridos, luego de ser aprobados por la comité. La asistencia en idiomas adicionales 
se tomará en cuenta siempre que sea posible. Para solicitar asistencia con estos 
servicios favor comunicarse con Lexus Moncrease al (415) 517-8465, o 
cac@sfwater.org por lo menos 48 horas antes de la reunión. Las solicitudes tardías 
serán consideradas de ser posible.  

 

PAG-ACCESS SA WIKA  
Ayon sa Language Access Ordinance (Chapter 91 ng San Francisco Administrative 
Code), maaaring mag-request ng mga tagapagsalin sa wikang Tsino, Espanyol, at/o 

http://www.sfwater.org/cac
mailto:cac@sfwater.org
mailto:tzhu@sfwater.org
mailto:tzhu@sfwater.org
mailto:tzhu@sfwater.org


  

 

Filipino (Tagalog). Kapag hiniling, ang mga kaganapan ng miting ay maaring isalin sa 
ibang wika matapos ito ay aprobahan ng komite. Maari din magkaroon ng tulong sa 
ibang wika. Sa mga ganitong uri ng kahilingan, mangyaring tumawag sa Lexus 
Moncrease at (415) 517-8465, o cac@sfwater.org sa hindi bababa sa 48 oras bago 
mag miting. Kung maari, ang mga late na hiling ay posibleng pagbibigyan. 

 

Lobbyist Registration and Reporting Requirements 
Individuals and entities that influence or attempt to influence local legislative or 
administrative action may be required by the San Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance 
[SF Campaign & Governmental Conduct Code §2.100] to register and report 
lobbying activity. For more information about the Lobbyist Ordinance, please 
contact the San Francisco Ethics Commission at 25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 220 
San Francisco, CA 94102, Phone: (415) 252-3100/Fax: (415) 252-3112, Email: 
ethics.commission@sfgov.org. 

 

Know your rights under the Sunshine Ordinance (Chapter 67 of the San 
Francisco Administrative Code) Government’s duty is to serve the public, 
reaching its decisions in full view of the public. Commissions, boards, councils, 
and other agencies of the City and County exist to conduct the people’s 
business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are conducted before the 
people and that City operations are open to the people’s review. For more 
information on your rights under the Sunshine Ordinance or to report a violation 
of the ordinance, contact the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force, by mail to 
Sunshine Ordinance Task Force, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 San 
Francisco, CA 94102-4683; by telephone 415-554-7724, by Fax 415-554-7854, or by 
email: sotf@sfgov.org 

The ringing of and use of cell phones, pagers and similar sound-producing electronic 
devices are prohibited at this meeting. Please be advised that the Chair may order the 
removal from the meeting room of any person(s) responsible for the ringing or use of a 
cell phone, pager, or other similar sound-producing electronic devices. 
 
 
 

mailto:tzhu@sfwater.org
mailto:ethics.commission@sfgov.org
mailto:sotf@sfgov.org

